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- THEFIRST AFRICAN TO WIN

EULOGY (Laudatio).

THE HEINRICH PESCH PRIZE

E“ ln ﬂv BY PROF. DR. LOTHAR ROOS

Obiora F. IKE began his doctorate at
the Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms
Universitat in Bonn after his
Theology studies in Innsbruck where
he was also ordained a priest in
early 1980s, then the Church's social
doctrine was considered by many as
"outdated". It was the time of
"genitive and adjective theologies",
the former as "Liberation theology",
the latter, in particular in view of
Africa, known as "Black Theology". I
can remember very well at the first
seminar where today's award winner
participated. The theme was the
"Social teaching of the Church or of
liberation theology" as the Joseph
Cardinal Hoeffner later formulated in
alecture.

The seminar was crowded. It was
marked by heated debates. As I
outlined the approach and methods
of "Theology of liberation" in the
introduction, Obiora IKE volunteered
to speak and said: "Yes, that's
exactly what we need in Africa." But
is this the response to the political
and economic needs of Nigeria, the
most populous country in Africa
today with over 130 million
inhabitants? The PhD student proved
the case with the example of his
work. At that time the encyclical on
the human work (Laborem exercens,

of Pope John Paul II has just been
published. Can one transfer the
Conditions of the industrial societies
of the west to Africa? The result was
also surprising to the author: in his
research project entitled "value,
meaning and social Structure of
human work in a post colonial African
society with reference to Laborem
exercens" he cameto

Continue on page 3

WHY AND HOW IS
CIDJAP INVOLVED IN

ECOLOGY ISSUES?

SH, ANNETTE SULLIVAN

Programme Officer, CIDVAP

The earth has a huge
capacity to absorb pain, but
it cannot continue to do so
indefinitely without placing
the future survival of
humanity in jeopardy. We at
CIDJAP are in a Position to
do something about
alleviating this pain of our earth. The
land mark Papal document of John
Paul IT devoted exclusively to the
Environment and development
issues entitled, Peace with God the
Creator, Peace with all Creation
(January 1, 1990) challenges that
“Christians, in particular realize that
their duty towards nature and

Obiora Ike became the first African to receive Heinrich

Pesch Award in far away Germany. The award which was
instituted to honour best brains in church's social teaching and
application was in memory of Heinrich Pesch, a Jesuit priest who
was outstanding in applying the social teaching of the church.
Presenting Msgr. Prof. Obiora Ike for the award, Prof. Dr. Lothar
Roos, who incidentally was Msgr. Obiora's professor and supervisor
in his doctorate studies in Bonn, Germany presented the following

I I istory was made on 15th June 2010 when Rev. Prof. Msgr.

creation are an essential part of their
faith” (no. 15). Again in another
papal document Pope Benedict XVIin
Caritas in Veritate ( June 29, 2009)
cautions that “the way humanity
treats the environment influences the
way it Treats itself and vice versa,”
and says “What is needed is an
effective shift in mentality.” A 'shiftin
mentality' is the responsibility and
part of the work of teachers, parents,
leaders of community, church, state
and of all well-meaning global
citizens. In fact God's ownership of
the world urges us to consider not
only social justice, thatis, just

relatlons between people, but also
ecological justice, meaning just
relations between human beings,
other creatures and with the earth
itself. Creation is now understood as a
community of beings interconnected
with each other and With the triune
God. CIDJAP has taken these
challenging words seriously and has
involved herself in environmental
justice by:
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CIDJAP PUTS SMILES ON THE FACES OF THE POOR AND THE UNDER PRIVILEGED

Caring for the poor has always being
part of the mission of the church. The
caritas desk of CIDJAP is on the
forefront of reaching out to these
members of our society. This office
attends to the needs of various groups
on daily basis raging from giving out
food items to the hungry, paying
hospital bills, paying of house rent,
beginning small scale businesses for
some poor people especially women,
etc. The director of CIDJAP has saved
nothing in seeing that the poor in our
society are uplifted in body and soul.
The Catholic diocese of Enugu
supported this office with the sum of
Five hundred thousand naira
(N500,000.00) and food items; namely
yams, rice, beans, abacha, garri and
toilet tissue during the cathedraticum.
The office also received the support of
a good-spirited woman who would
want to remain anonymous. She
donated cartons of beverages, bags of
rice, cartons of biscuits, juice and
pieces of wrappers to the office. With
all these support, Caritas desk of
CIDJAP has being able to put smiles on
the faces of many poor people. Butitall
seems like scratching the mountain.
Some of the outstanding cases
undertaken by this office within the
period under review include:

her mobility.

CARING FOR
THE POOR
HAS ALWAYS
BEING
PART OF THE
MISSION OF
THE CHURCH.

EUCHARIA NZEDIGE is a woman
of over 60 years who had uterine
prolapse. She recently underwent
surgery at the Colliery Hospital, New
market which cost N100,000.00. She
has recovered and has been
discharged. This was achieved with
the help of the annual Lenten fast
paid to Caritas Department in
CIDJAP. She needs to recuperate and
needs to eat nutritious food. She
cannot do this yet due to lack of
funds. CIDJAP paid all her bills while
in the hospital. It is a surprise how
that could happen to her who had 4
ildren and is old now. Her last child
not less than 30years. Anyway, I
Buess a lot of things that happen in
e cannot be explained. Many things

e nain mysteries to us.

i

MMESOMA NWEKE, 5 years, has a
congenital problem. Her bones are
very soft and cannot carry the weight
of her body. Her bones break at the
slightest provocation. . Recently, she
was placed on traction for 2 weeks
and is now having POP which she will
carry for 8 weeks. With the help of
CIDJAP, a Tricycle was got to enhance
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JUSTINA AGU was born physically
challenged. With the help of the
services of the Caritas Desk in
CIDJAP, she got mobility aid from the
Austrian Centre for Social Welfare,
Thinker's Corner, Enugu. On the said
day, she came and after interacting

gork with the poor.

with her, she was taken to the social
Centre where suitable mobility aid
was chosen for her. She practiced a
few times with it and soon got used to
it. I could not imagine how she would
get to Udi that day with her wooden
walking sticks and this tricycle. I went
in the company of a Seminarian. At
home, she gave us all she could lay
hands on.

NNEKA EGBO seems to have cancer
on her gums. Her teeth have fallen
one after another until very few are
left now. She lives in pain. She has no
funds for surgery or her drugs which
cost #15,000.00 at University of
Nigeria Teaching Hospital, (UNTH)
Ituku-Ozalla. CIDJAP has bought
drugs for her but due to lack of funds
did not continue. Nneka needs our
help to buy her drugs so that she can
stay longer.

bnerally, it is both enriching
d emotionally challenging to
It is
riching and pacifying to see a
ile on a once tear-filled face
d a difference made in the life
the person in question. It is
50 challenging when a case

ems hopeless orone dies in ill-
palth.

is noble to work with the

L Bbor and to donate generously

r their welfare. There are a
of genuine poor people
ound us who need our help.
he call is for us to help them
whatever way we can.

The above sick people need our help.

Your generous donations will go a long
way in alleviating their sufferings.




experienced there as "Los working
class" and then later the ironworks of
Westphalia and the coal mines of
Northern Bohemia that he took the
decision as he writes in his

not only necessary, it is urgent.
Obiora Ike asked where he could get

help for this.

Conlinue on page 8
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installation.
. * Computer hardware supplies
. and installation
* Corporate and personal
ICT Trainina






























